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Elizabeth E. Taylor, USAFA, Graduation 2014 
 

Major: Behavioral Science-Human Factors 

Minor: Portuguese 

Squadron: Tough Twenty Trolls 

Future Plans: Undergraduate Pi-

lot Training at Columbus AFB 

 

Leadership Positions: 

Training Clerk 

MWR Clerk 

Element Leader 

Wing Public Affairs NCO 

Group Personnel Officer 1st BCT 

Director of Operations 2nd BCT 

Flight Commander 

 

Other Activities: 

Cadet in Charge of Ring Dance 

Weight Room Cadet in Charge 

Portuguese Emersion in Portugal 

USAFA Girl‘s Lacrosse 

 

OPS Assignments: 

Scott AFB, Illinois 

 

 

2014 

2010 

Reminder when you are on the Academy Grounds…. 

 
Everyone MUST have ID and event tickets, and someone in the group 

needs the Cadet Escort badge . 
 

No CELL PHONE usage by driver on base!!!!  You can also be ticketed 

for speeding and parking illegally. 
 

The driver must have a valid driver‘s license or a Dept of Defense 

(DoD) ID card and be ready to present if asked. The driver also needs to 
display prominently the Base Access and Parking Pass inside the vehi-

cle. The driver needs to be prepared to present proof of insurance car 

insurance and either valid vehicle registration documents or car rental 

agreement. 
 

Use the USAFA NORTH GATE Exit #156 off I-25 for easier access and 

to be closer to events. 
 

When parking on base, park in the Cadet Field House parking lots. Shut-

tles will transport to the Cadet areas. Unsure where to go? Follow the 

event parking attendants and event signage, or follow the hundreds of 
other cars going to the same event as us—REMEMBER TO LEAVE 

EARLY!!! 

 

 



Graduation Week Weather: Prepare for it. 
The Academy is on the Front Range of the Rockies and is at 7300 feet 
above sea level. Weather at the Academy is highly unpredictable and can 
change rapidly, even from hour to hour. Sunny and warm one day and 
rainy, foggy and very cold the next day. At Graduation time, the normal 
Colorado weather is dry and sunny with cool evenings. But some past 
Academy graduations were held in very cold, wet weather. Plan for all 
types of weather. Plan on layering of clothes, where you can be comforta-
ble during a 40°F early morning fog and then a burning hot noonday sun 
and can stand a downpour or heavy gusts of wind. All in one day! And 
look ―smart casual‖ throughout!! There will be lots of photos taken and 
ask if this is the clothing you want to be remembered for wearing. 

People sunburn easily because the thin atmosphere allows UV radiation 
and people can dehydrate quicker, too, as perspiration will evaporate 
quicker. Drink water every chance you get. Know that no umbrellas are 
allowed in the Stadium or parade bleachers. 

 

Altitude Sickness 

When people are not used to the high elevation, they may experience 
―acute mountain sickness.‖  The symptoms are headache, malaise, nausea 
and vomiting and shortness of breath. Cases are usually mild and will 
abate within a few days of a person becoming acclimatized to the in-
creased elevation.  Best not to overexert the first few days and drink lots 
of water. Avoid going higher the first days and limit alcohol consump-
tion. 

Code of Conduct: 

BE EARLY,  PLEASANT, FLEXIBLE  

And  ENJOY The PATRIOTISM 

Refrain from any political discussions, because no 

matter who is in the White House, that person is  

Libby’s boss. 
This week is a celebration of the USAFA cadets and their futures. 

 
In the beginning… 
 

In Processing day with the Superintendent 

You’ve come a long way, Baby! 

Jacks Valley 

Group Staff 2013 



 
 

 

 

“Basic” Fun BCT 1 The patch is a royal blue circle bordered in black. An aggressive, strong 
troll stands in the middle. The green troll wears black trousers highlight-

ed in violet. He is striding forward, stepping over the bright red three-

dimensional Roman numeral "XX." "TROLLS" is inscribed behind the 

troll.  In Scandinavian folklore trolls were supernatural giants who lived 
in the mountains. The 20th Squadron‘s troll, a robust character, symbol-

izes the aggressiveness and confidence of the squadron. It also symboliz-

es the desire to succeed while simultaneously maintaining a good attitude 
and sense of humor. The three- dimensional nature of the Roman numeral 

and the word "TROLLS" signify enduring spirit. The areas of the patch 

surrounding the troll contains the four class colors. 
 

This patch (Twentieth Squadron's second) was adopted in 1972. 
 

Libby is a “legacy” into the same squadron Chip (LCWB 1979) and 

Chris (2007) were in while attending USAFA.   Only children of 

grads are allowed legacy status. 



Deuce" is the second squadron in Cadet Group One. 
The squadron's patch is a large circular emblem with a thin silver 

border. A banner inscribed with the word "DEUCE" sits on top of 

the circle. From a white contrail on a black field emerges the Ro-

man numeral II. A red and blue contrail, produced by two jet air-
craft frame the white contrail. 

 

The red, white and blue contrails represents the colors of the 
American flag. The "II" identifies the Second Cadet Squadron. 

The black background signifies the vastness of space. The planes 

originating from the top of the field denote humanity's conquest 
of space. The three contrails represent the three areas in which all 

cadets strive to excel: Military, academics, and athletics. 

 

The patch, designed and first used by the Second Cadet Squadron 
in 1972, is the third patch worn by its members. This was Libby‘s 

First year squadron. 

PROFILE OF THE CLASS OF 2014 

Applicants and Nominees: 

Applicants    11,627 

Candidate Pool     7,543  

Qualified Candidates     2,445 

Offers of Admission     1,566  

Admitted  

 New U.S. Cadets    1,269   

 International Candidates        17 

 Turnbacks            8 

Total                  1,294 

 

Women                                  293 or 22.6% 

 

Minorities: 

The Class of 2014 includes 349 minority cadets (27 % of the class 

Hispanic    112 

Asian/Pacific Islander   125 

African American   101 

Native American     11 

 

Sons and Daughters of Alumni 

The Class of 2014 includes 89 sons and 40 daughters of Service 

Academy Graduates ( 10 % of the class) 

USAFA Alumni:    65 sons and   30 daughters 

USMA Alumni:      12 sons and    5daughters 

USNA Alumni:         9 sons and    3 daughters 

USCGA Alumni:      3 sons and    2 daughters 

 

Geographical Distribution 

Cadets were admitted from every state in the nation, and from the 

territories  of   Guam.  The Class of 2014 also admitted  17  Inter-

national students from Brunei, Ecuador, El Salvador, Georgia,  

Guatemala,  Jordan, South Korea, Lebanon, Pakistan, Peru, Roma-

nia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand, Tunisia and Uganda. 



High School Honors and Activities 
Class President    9% 

Class Vice-President    7% 

Valedictorian     8% 

Salutatorian     3 % 

Academic Honor Society            63% 

Boys‘/Girls‘ State or National Rep           11% 

Boy/Girl scouts             24% 

Eagle Scout / Gold Award                       12% 
 

2014 Class Assignments: 
Undergraduate pilot training: 455 Force Support:    38 

Remotely Piloted Aircraft   10 Logistics readiness:     22 

Combat Systems Officer     6 Finance:    34 

Air Battle Managers:      2 Weather:      5 

Developmental engineers:   42 Health:      5 

Air Force scientists:    13 Acquisitions:    39 

Security forces:    11 Special Tactics:    3 

Civil engineers:    28 Air Liaison Officer:    6 

Combat Rescue:     4 OSI:      5 

Intelligence:     61 Contracting:    51 

Air Craft maintenance:   34 Space & Missile ops:   50 

Munitions & missile maint:    3 
 

Academy Current Enrollment: 
 

Class   Men  Women Total  

2014  782      240  1022 

2015  688      188   876 

2016  687      189   876 

2017  858      258  1116 

Wing           3016      875  3891 
 

Service Commitment: Graduates from 2014 who enter pilot train-

ing incur an active duty commitment of 10 years after earning their 

wings. All remaining graduates incur a 5 year commitment of    

active duty. 

Chris Mid-Air Refueling F15E  



  

Military Ball 2014 

Kristen Leonard, Robert Connor & Tyler Heck 

Party Shirts & Party Socks! 

 
 

 

Basic Cadet Training II 

Jacks Valley 

I'm glad I did it, partly 

because it was well worth 

it, but chiefly because I 

shall never ever have to 

do it again."   

-Mark Twain 



Taylor Overview Graduation Schedule 

(more details of events in later pages) 

SUNDAY MAY 25, 2014 

10:00 -11:15 a.m. Optional Catholic Baccalaureate  at Cadet Chapel 

2:00 - 6:00 p.m. Open House Party! 

 Hosted by Kim and Chip Taylor for all friends and family of 

 Libby Taylor and Maria Peredera. Event co-hosted by  Trish  

 and Dave Daigle, Libby‘s Aunt and Uncle, 60 Kirkstone  Lane, 

 Colorado Springs, Co.  

MONDAY, MAY 26, 2014 

10:00–11:00 a.m. Awards Parade & Wreath-Laying Ceremonies 

 (to get a seat, be at parade field NLT 9:00 a.m.) 

 Stillman Field – park at the Field House – dress smart casual 

 TUESDAY MAY 27, 2014 Full Day! 

10:00-11:00 a.m. Graduation Parade 

 **to get a seat, be at parade field NLT 8:30 a.m. – include time 

 to park at Field House, and catch a shuttle to the field (about 30 

 more minutes)  Stillman Parade Field – dress in layers, hat, 

  sunscreen, blankets, umbrella and water.  We will be sitting in 

 the first set of bleachers to the east of the center reviewing 

 stands. 

11:40 a.m. At the conclusion of parade and pictures, Libby will lead a 

 Tour of Cadet Area. 

7:30 p.m. Swearing-In/Commissioning Ceremony, B-52 Memorial 

 outside. dress formal (weather appropriate) 

WEDNESDAY MAY 28 2014 

9:30 -12:30 p.m.  Graduation Ceremony in Falcon Stadium 

 **be there NLT 8:00 in the parking lot, long lines  at security 

 screening, highly recommended to rent stadium seat.  Dress is 

 smart casual, wear layers, hat, sunscreen 

9:55 a.m. The March-On 

12:30 p.m. Hat Toss/Thunderbird Performance 

 

Heritage & Tradition 

Three Trolls 

1979, 2007 & 2014 



 
 

 

Our tickets are in M 08 

Remember to LEAVE EARLY! 

2 hours before an event is reasonable due to heavy 
traffic, individual inspection, parking, waiting for shut-
tles, and security measures delays. We are but a handful 
of the hundreds or thousands attending the events. 
20,000 people are expected to attend the Graduation. 
 

 

I do not choose to be a common man. It is my right to be uncom-

mon. I seek whatever talents God gave me -- not security. I do not 

wish  to be a kept citizen, humbled and dulled by having the state 

look after me. I want to take the calculated risk; to dream and 

build, to fail and to succeed. I refuse to barter incentive for the 

dole. I prefer the challenge of life to the guaranteed existence; the 

thrill of fulfillment to the stale calm of utopia. I will not trade free-

dom for beneficence nor my dignity for a handout. I will never 

cower before any earthly master nor bend to any threat. It is my 

heritage to stand erect, proud and unafraid; to think and act for 

myself, enjoy the benefits of my creations and to face the world 

boldly and say, "This, with God's help, I have done. 

All this is what it  means to be an American.‖ 

Dean Alfonge  

American Statesman, December 7, 1899  

United States Air Force Academy Contrails 
 

 
General Guidelines for Special Events 

and Permissible Items 
Need ID at all times 
Permitted 

 Hand or shoulder bags (larger than usual will be searched, so 
plan for delays). Clear Plastic bags speeds you thru security 

 Unopened, sealed water bottles. 
 Cameras (those with telephoto lens will be inspected) 
 Personal sized video cameras and camcorders 

Not permitted: 

 Coolers, boxes, thermoses or drink cups or glass containers,       

alcohol, umbrellas, opened water bottles, tervis water bottles. 



 
 
 

Lt. Gen. Michelle Johnson is   

Superintendent, U.S. Air Force 

Academy, Colorado Springs, CO 

and is a 1981 Graduate. The   

Superintendent is the senior of-

ficer of the Academy, and is akin 

to President of a University. 

Oversees all aspects of the  

Academy, including military 

training, academics, athletics, 

admissions, and administration 

of the base. 

Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengyel is   

Commandant of Cadets  U.S. 

Air Force Academy, Colorado 

Springs, CO and is a 1985 Grad-

uate of Texas A&M. University. 

He commands the 4,000-member 

cadet wing and more than 300 

Air Force and civilian support 

personnel. His responsibilities 

include cadet military training 

and airmanship education, super-

vising cadet life activities, and 

providing support to facilities 

and logistics. 

USAFA MapUSAFA Map 



Chris in his F15E 

 
 
 
 
 

Brig. Gen. Andrew P. Armacost 

is Dean U.S. Air Force Academy, 

Colorado Springs, CO and is a 

1989 ROTC Distinguished Gradu-

ate from Northwestern University 

with a Bachelor of Science in in-

dustrial engineering. He com-

mands the 700 member Dean of 

Faculty mission partner and over-

sees the annual design and in-

struction of more than 500 under-

graduate courses for 4,000 cadets 

in 32 academic disciplines.  

 

Director of Operations BCT II 

http://www.usafa.edu/data/Armacost_bio.pdf


 Libby Never Lost  

Forest Fires 2012 

Massive Wind & Rain Storm at Jacks 

Blew Down Tents 

Life at USAFA 



Libby & Tyler 

Military Ball 

Run to Rock 

Acceptance Day 

 Enthusiasm for AFA Life !!!  



Monday, May 26th, 2014 
(Easy Day) 

9:30 a.m. Pre-Parade events, weather permitting, such as the Fal-

coners, Wings of Blue parachuting, fly-over of special planes, etc 

10 a.m. Organizational Awards Parade and Memorial Day 

Wreath Laying Ceremony 

When Libby marches by she will be in first row of 20th SQD as a 

flight Commander. Tyler Heck will lead 38th SQD as fall com-

mander. 

 

 

Memorial Day, originally 

called Decoration Day, is a 

day of remembrance for 

those who have died in our 

nation's service.  During the 

Civil War, Southern wom-

en‘s groups and Northern 

townspeople began decorat-

ing graves to honor the 

dead. Memorial Day was 

officially proclaimed on 5 

May 1868 by General John 

Logan and was first ob-

served on 30 May 1868, 

when flowers were placed 

on the graves of Union and 

Confederate soldiers at Ar-

lington National Cemetery. 

We make a living by what we get,  

we make a life by what we give  

– Winston Churchill 

Run to Rock, 2014 

BFF’s from BCT 

Libby &  Maria 

2010 2014 



Lifetime Friendships 

20th Squadron 

Lindsay & Maria 

Melissa & KJ 

 
 
At the Organizational Awards Parade, the Cadet wing will March 

onto Stillman Parade Field.  

 

Squadron awards given. The guidon bearers approach the Review-

ing Officers and the ribbons are placed on the guidons. Awards are 

given for academics, spirit, marching, and other positive achieve-

ments. 

 

 Last Fall semester‘s Cadet Commander leads the parade. All the 

squadrons will pass in review of the Reviewing Stand. 

Note the General‘s blue flags with the appropriate number of stars 

on the Reviewing Stand. The Superintendent unveils the Memorial 

Day Wreath for ―the soldiers gone before.‖  The Honor Guard per-

forms a 21-gun salute and Taps is played. 

 

 

 

Monday, May 26th, 2014 (cont’) 

2 Degree or Junior Year 



Acceptance Day / Pinning on  First Shoulder Boards 

After the basics finish their six weeks of basic training, they march 

in the Acceptance Day Parade where they are accepted into the ca-

det wing.   At the conclusion of the parade, the basics ask an upper-

classman they admire or respect to put on their first set of shoulder 

boards denoting their rank of Cadet 4th Class.   Libby was honored 

to have put on many sets of shoulder boards for new cadets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 

Rampart Lodge (719) 333-4910 

Chip   (678) 939-4200 

Kim   (678) 471-6398 

Libby   (678) 270-0658 

2013 with Meghan Plunkett 

2010 BCT Squadron 

Assault Course 



Is She Really Going to Be An Officer? 

Bed on CQ Desk 

 



 
 
 

Are These Beautiful Ladies Really Cadets?  

Wing Public Affairs 

 Daily Announcements 

Portugal with Cadets 

Jet Engine, Scott AFB 



Wednesday, May 28th, 2014 (cont’) 

 
The Thunderbirds, (cont’) 
Officers serve a two-year assignment with the squadron, while en-
listed personnel serve three to four. Replacements must be trained 
for about half of the team each year, providing a constant mix of 
experience.   
‗ 
The squadron performs no more than 88 air demonstrations each 
year and has never canceled a demonstration due to maintenance 
difficulty. More than 280 million people in all 50 states and 57 for-
eign countries have seen the red, white and blue jets in more than 
3,500 aerial demos. 
 
In addition to their responsibilities as the official U.S. Air Force 
aerial demonstration team, the Thunderbirds are part of our combat 
force. If required, the team's personnel and aircraft can be rapidly 
integrated into a fighter unit at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. Since 
the aircraft are only slightly modified, they can be made combat-
ready in less than 72 hours. 
 
F-16 Fighting Falcon - the Lockheed Martin (formerly General 
Dynamics) F-16 Fighting Falcon represents the full range of capa-
bilities possessed by the Air Force's tactical fighters. This highly 
maneuverable multi-role fighter has proven to be one of the world's 
best precision tactical bombers and air-to-air combat aircraft. The 
only modifications needed to prepare the aircraft for its air demon-
stration role are installing a smoke-generating system in the space 
normally reserved for the 20mm cannon, and the painting of the 
aircraft in Thunderbird colors. 

Wings of Blue Demonstration at the Parades 

            The "Wings of Blue" has been one of the outstanding para-

chute units in the country during the past two decades. The team 

has won 21 of the 27 national championships and has performed 

for Bowls and varied airshows. The parachute team, because of its 

diverse mission, is divided into a demonstration team and a compe-

tition team. Advising and supervising the team is a very small 

group of active duty Air Force commissioned and NCOs. Each ca-

det member of the team must be a qualified jumpmaster and in-

structor in the Air Force Academy parachuting program. They must 

also maintain high academic and military standards to remain with 

the team. Members of the parachute team average about 600 jumps 

by the time they graduate.  The "Wings of Blue" jumps from a vari-

ety of aircraft, however the team primarily uses its own DeHavil-

land UV-18B Twin Otters. 

3 Degree or Sophomore Year 



Other Pre-Event Showings 

 

CADET HONOR GUARD 

 The U.S. Air Force Academy Cadet Honor Guard is a very prestigious cadet 

unit, drawing less than 2 percent of the Cadet Wing as its members. The unit is 

made up of approximately 70 cadets, both male and female, with each class year 

providing 14-20 cadets as part of the unit. Steeped in tradition, this unit performs 

Color Guard, flag details, funeral honors, and all other ceremonial details. The 

Cadet Honor Guard has won numerous titles for its excellence in military inspec-
tion, regulation drill, exhibition drill, along with awards for outstanding fourth 

class commanders. 

 

SABRE DRILL TEAM 

The mission of the US Air Force Academy Sabre Drill Team is to demonstrate 

professional military skills through the performance of intricate sabre manual. 

The sabres are modeled after a French weapon and made of stainless steel. The 

sabres are three feet long and weigh 1 pound, 1 ounce unsheathed. They are 

manufactured in West Germany and their design is unique to the Academy and 

the sabre drill team. Cadets can join the team only in their freshman year and 

may remain a member until they graduate. Each candidate is rigorously 
screened. Those who make the team are required to devote five afternoons each 

week to sabre and drill practices. After a three-month trial period, the top per-

formers are granted team member status. 

Toby,  1994—2013. One of Libby‘s biggest supporters and loved 

her very much.  He wanted to be there for her return home after 

graduation, but his health gave out. 

Wednesday, May 28th, 2014 (cont’) 

 
12:30 p.m.-1 p.m. Thunderbird Performance 

The USAF Thunderbirds Demonstration zooms over the Falcon 
Stadium immediately following the Graduation Ceremony.  

.For safety sake and to comply with FAA regulations, no one will 
be permitted to leave the stadium until after the Thunderbirds‘ per-
formance ends. Helium-filled balloons may not be released. 

Be sure to get a good view of the TV-tron. The Thunderbird Pilots 
have cameras in their cockpits and you can see what they see!! 

The Thunderbirds!!!  
The Thunderbirds squadron is an Air Combat Command Unit com-
posed of eight pilots (including six demonstration pilots), four sup-
port officers, three civilians and more than 130 enlisted personnel 
performing in 25 career fields. A 
Thunderbirds air demonstration is a 
mix of formation flying and solo 
routines. The four-aircraft diamond 
formation demonstrates the training 
and precision of Air Force pilots, 
while the solo aircraft highlight the 
maximum capabilities of the F-16. 

 

 

Bad Ass! 



Joseph Biden became vice president of the United States in 

2009, after having been a U.S. senator from Delaware since 

1973. Joe Biden was born in Pennsylvania and moved with his 

family to Delaware at age 10. He earned an undergraduate de-

gree from the University of Delaware in 1965, then a law de-

gree from Syracuse University in 1968. A political prodigy, he 

was only 29 when elected to the Senate in 1972. He was elected 

six times more: in 1978, 1984, 1990, 1996, 2002, and 2008. As a 

member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee beginning 

in 1975, Biden carved out a reputation as a brainy and talka-

tive expert in international relations. He ran for president in 

the elections of 1988 and 2008, losing in the primaries both 

times. Barack Obama won the Democratic nomination in 2008 

and then chose Biden as his running mate. Biden also was re-

elected to the Senate that year (Delaware law allowed him to 

run for both offices), but he gave up that seat to become vice 

president. Biden and Obama took office on 20 January 2009. 

Biden earned a second term as vice president when President 

Obama was re-elected to the presidency in 2012 

 Joseph Biden  
Vice President of the United States 

 

White Water Rafting with Maria 

Extra Curricular 

Dubai 

Skiing with Tyler 



 Portugal Immersion 

I hate fish! 

Breast Cancer Run 

Wednesday, May 28th, 2014 (con’t)  

 

9:25 a.m. The March-On 

The Class of 2014 will emerge from the Football tunnel in 
unison and as one person wrote, ―The Roman Legions couldn‘t 

have marched in more triumphantly. The thrill is seeing our 

cadets in their Blue and White as they march in unison to the 

heart-rousing blare of the Military music.‖ 
 

9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. The Graduation Ceremony 

 

 

 

12:30 p.m. Hat Toss 

After the last cadet gets the diploma, and the Oath of Office is recited 

in unison, the USAFA Superintendent shouts ―Class Dismissed.‖  This 

is the cue for the now 2LTs to throw their white hats into the air and 
for the Thunderbirds to begin their performance.  Custom has it for the 

owner of the hat to place some money or a note in the hat.  



 

Wednesday, May 28th, 2014 (cont’) 

 
A few speeches, some groups recognized, people welcomed… 

The Speaker is Vice-President Joe Biden. 
 

When the diplomas are handed out, the top 100 cadets will graduate in 

their order of merit.   Then each squadron will be called forward in nu-
merical order and the cadets are called alphabetically within the squad-

ron. The squadrons are split in half as they approach the stage. Alternat-

ing from the two ends of the stage, cadets will be called forward by 
name where they will receive their diplomas, shake hands with the dig-

nitaries, and then walk down the stage in front to be greeted by someone 

within their squadron.  Each cadet will be given about 3 seconds of 
recognition before the next name is called. In about an hour‘s time, all 

1022 cadets from the Class of 2014 will receive their diplomas. 
 

The blue box each graduates receive as their names are announced con-
tained a diploma on parchment, their commission on parchment, and a 

diploma on a wooden plaque.  

 

PLEASE  be aware that since we are sitting in squadrons, any noise 

we make to celebrate Libby may cause the next family to miss hear-

ing their cadet’s name after a long four years of waiting. 

Tuesday May 27th, 2014 
(Full Day) 

Dress Code:  Smart Casual; Service Dress for Military.  Bring hats, sun 
screen, sunglasses, cameras, binoculars and WATER. 

 

Be at the parade field by 8:30am to get a seat. 

Park at the Cadet Field House and be shuttled up or walk the mile to 
Stillman‘s Parade Field. First Come/First Serve seating. This will be a 
packed event. We will want to sit in front of Squadron 20, first stands 
east of reviewing platform in center.   

 
“Beautiful, exciting, and not a dry eye in the place!!!” 

 
9:30 a.m. Pre-Parade Events (Possibly demonstrations by the Honor 
Guard, Sabre Drill Team, Wings of Blue parachuting team and Glider 
Team) 

DURING THE PARADE 

In the second rank of the color guard, behind the U.S. and Air   Force 
flags are the colors of the four classes at the Academy. On the right, in 
the position of honor, will be the red of the Class of 2014, then the yel-
low, blue  and silver of the successive classes. After the Class of 2014 
leaves the Cadet Wing, the red flag will be furled and cased. When the 
colors  pass in review, the red will be cased. At any parades before Ac-
ceptance, the cased red colors  will be on the left, still cased, awaiting the 
acceptance of the class of 2018. At that Acceptance parade, after the class 
of 2018 joins the Wing, the red colors will be unfurled, symbolic of that 
class joining the wing.  Again the Red will work its way from left to 
right, year by year, for the classes of 2018, 2022, 2026, .... It's a fine tra-
dition that some folks never notice. 
 
 

Run to the Rock 2014 



Tuesday, May 27th, 2014 (cont’) 

10 a.m. Graduation Parade 

Full Circle-In a Doolie‘s first summer, the Acceptance Parade 
marks the successful completion of Basic Cadet Training (BCT or 
―Beast‖). When Libby and the Class of 2014 finished their BCT 
within 2 months of their arrival at the Academy in 2010, the Dool-
ies marched together onto the Parade Field and were absorbed, or 
ACCEPTED, into the Cadet Wing. The newly formed 4,000-strong 
Cadet Wing left the field in unison. The Cadet Wing split into 
squadrons and each squadron awarded their Doolies their first 
shoulder boards which denotes rank.  

Nearly four years later, the Cadet Wing will march in together onto 
the Parade Grounds, and the members of the Class of 2014 will 
separate and move toward the stands, leaving their under-classmen 
at the back of the field. The ¾ Cadet Wing will march in review of 
the soon-to-be 2LTs and exchange salutes with their squadron ma-
tes. When the Wing has passed by, the graduates will be given an 
"About Face" command and will face the stands full of well-
wishers.  They will hold that position for photos but that will be 
less than a full minute, so act quickly.  Next, the graduates will 
be dismissed and we can join them on the field. 

 

NOTE: Get Photos NOW, because tomorrow the cadets will not 
have their White Caps anymore after Graduation. 

Tonight, the Cadet Wing will split into their squadrons. At the 
Squadron Swearing-In/Commissioning, the Class of 2014 will get 
their 2LT bars (nicknamed ―Butter Bars‖) and new shoulder boards. 

 

NOTE: Listen for the Roll Call numbers. In previous years the 
4 Groups will note the number of “Counted and Present” and it 
will numerate the Class Year. The First Group will say “2” are 
absent, the Second Group will say “None” are missing, the 
Third Group will say “1” are absent  and the final Group will 
say “4” are missing:   2-0-1-4, the Class Year. 

 

TOUR OF THE CADET AREA 

Libby will give a tour of the cadet area are immediately after the 
Graduation Parade 

 

Wednesday, May 28th, 2014 (cont’) 

 

Our seats are located  in M 08 

Use entry gate # 8 or 10 

RENT a stadium seat!  It  is worth the $$ 

Plan to go through the Gate Security NLT 8:30am. The upper level 

gates have shorter lines. 

 
Refreshments available throughout the stadium. 

Since the wheelchair seating is limited inside the stadium, it is recom-

mended to arrive early to get this seating. 
Be early!  Once the ceremony begins, no one is allowed in the stadium 

gates. Latecomers have to sit out the ceremony in the parking lot. Should 

you have banned items, the items are either confiscated or you have to 

return to your car to put them away and stand in line again. 

Countdown 

Door 

 

Libby’s Senior Surprise, ACL Surgery 



 Wednesday, May 28th, 2014 
 

1,428 Days since Libby‘s In-Processing 24 June 2010  

Dress Code:  Comfortable clothing, Service Dress for Military. 
Think dressing in layers! We freeze until 10 a.m. and then sunburn for 

the next 3 hours. Bring Sunscreen and UNOPENED WATER. 
MUST HAVE A TICKET and possibly ID to get in. 

Note: Once in the stadium, no re-admittance, and NO ONE can leave 

the Stadium area until after the Thunderbirds performance ends at 

1p.m. 

Potential Grad Week Force Protection Changes. Terrorist Ac-

tivity Worldwide has forever  changed  our force protection posture. 

Although we do not expect a change in the near future, an increase in 
national or local threat may result in the implementation of additional 

anti-terrorism/force protection measures. These measures may be im-

plemented with very little notice in order to ensure the security and 
safety of all working on the installation. Remain flexible and plan ac-

cordingly…parades maybe cancelled to ensure the protection of our 

most critical resource, our people…if Graduation is moved to the Clune 
Arena in order to ensure protection for all attendees, the event would be 

closed to the public and all family pass holders would be centrally 

bussed from the stadium. 

Bags and purses must be smaller than 8X11. Clear bags are best. Small 

cameras will be inspected.  Allow time for the searches. BE EARLY!! 
 

Banned items: Large video camera cases, umbrellas, most food, 

backpacks, coolers, weapons (!), alcohol, pre-opened bottles. 

Bottle water must remain sealed until you‘ve entered the stadium  

Leave very EARLY  (no kidding!) to sail through Security at the Gates 

and to get good parking spots at Falcon Stadium for the Graduation 

Ceremony, 9:30-1 p.m. Be sure to read the neon signs along the road 
for their Graduation messages. 

 

Directions:  Enter the Academy at the 
North Gate.  Follow signs to the stadium. 

Stadium Gates open at 7:00 a.m. 

Libby’s Senior Surprise, ACL Surgery 

 

Working Hard In Class! 

Melvin The Trained Rat 



7:30 p.m. – Commissioning Ceremony 

Dress Code: Evening Dress for Ladies; Suit or Tuxedo for Men;  

Mess Dress for Military. (weather dependent) 

 

B52 Memorial near the North Gate - Outside 

Be there by approximately 6:45 p.m. 

 

Special Guests: General Robin Rand and wife Kim 

  

Inclement weather: Commissioning Ceremony will be held in 

Fairchild Hall (H1)  

 

Tuesday, May 27th, 2014 (cont’) 

B52 Memorial 

 

At USAFA 

Parents Weekend 

Parents Weekend 

Ring Dance 2013 



 
 

Family Time 

Parents Weekend 

Football Game 

West Point 2010 

The Commissioning Ceremony is when the cadets take the Oath 

of Office and receive their new rank of Second Lieutenant. About 

30 Cadets from Squadron 20 will be individually commissioned in 

alphabetical order and each will take about 2-3 minutes. Many say 

this is the most emotional time of all the events during Graduation 

Week because the Cadets give great care to selecting who will par-

ticipate and who will administer the Oath of Office. Only active or 

retired military and a select few others can administer the Oath—

see below! 
 

When it is her turn, Libby will move to the front of the room. Lib-

by will face her father as Chip gives the Oath and both will raise 

their right hands during the recitation. 
 

The Oath is read and repeated. 
 

After the Oath is over and the salutes have been exchanged, the 

new officer will face the audience and the chosen family members 

or friends put on the gold bar shoulder boards, nicked named 

―Butter bars‖ due to resemblance to butter pads. 
 

Tuesday, May 27th, 2014 (cont’) 

Oath of Allegiance to the United States 
 

I _______ having been appointed a Second Lieutenant in 

the United States Air Force, do solemnly swear (or affirm) 

that I will support and defend the Constitution of the Unit-

ed States against all enemies, foreign and domestic, that I 

will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take 

this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or 

purpose of evasion and that I will well and faithfully dis-

charge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. 

SO HELP ME GOD. 



Tradition with the First Salute. Newly-commissioned Second 
Lieutenants are to give a coin to the first person who salutes 
them. There are many variations on this tradition, which dates 
back to British Colonial times. There have been wily non-comms 
who position themselves at the base of the commissioning stage 
just to collect the coins. One non-comm even told the senior ca-
dets the coins had to be the $35 mint silver dollars. Interestingly, 
the Civil War era Officer‘s Guide refers to enlisted men as 
―extremely cunning and sly and bear considerable watching.‖  
Contrary to that opportunist NCO, the coins can be the garden-
variety Ike dollar all the way to coins carrying the 2LT‘s birth 
year or more. 

The first salute is sometimes incorporated into the Commission-
ing ceremony. The Cadet can invite an enlisted person who has 
been helpful in the Cadet‘s struggle through the Academy or a 
non-comm family/friend . After the bars are pinned on, the salute 
is snapped, the silver dollar is passed, and then bear hugs are giv-
en all the way around. 

Tuesday, May 27th, 2014 (cont’) 

BCT II Summer 2012 

2005 

2013 


